Bible Study for February 06, 2021
[adapted from the Serendipity Study Bible]

By Major Brian Coles

Read Genesis 5

5 This is the record® of the family line™ of Adam.

When God created humankind,[g he made them'@ in the likeness of God. 2He
created them male and female; when they were created, he blessed them and
named them “humankind.”™

3When™ Adam had lived 130 years he fathered a son in his own likeness,
according to his image, and he named him Seth. * The length of time Adam
lived® after he became the father of Seth was 800 years; during this time he
had™ other” sons and daughters. ® The entire lifetime of Adam was 930 years,
and then he died."

® When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father of Enosh. 7 Seth lived 807
years after he became the father of Enosh, and he had™ other'™ sons and
daughters. 2 The entire lifetime of Seth was 912 years, and then he died.

®When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan. ** Enosh lived
815 years after he became the father of Kenan, and he had other sons and
daughters.  The entire lifetime of Enosh was 905 years, and then he died.

2\When Kenan had lived 70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel. ** Kenan
lived 840 years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had other sons
and daughters. ** The entire lifetime of Kenan was 910 years, and then he died.

1>When Mabhalalel had lived 65 years, he became the father of Jared. *®* Mahalalel
lived 830 years after he became the father of Jared, and he had other sons and
daughters. ¥ The entire lifetime of Mahalalel was 895 years, and then he died.

\When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch. * Jared lived
800 years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and
daughters. * The entire lifetime of Jared was 962 years, and then he died.



2L\When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 2 After
he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God™ for 300

years,' and he had other'® sons and daughters. 2 The entire lifetime of Enoch
was 365 years. 2*Enoch walked with God, and then he disappearedm because God
took™ him away.

2>\When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of

Lamech. 2 Methuselah lived 782 years after he became the father of Lamech, and
he had other™ sons and daughters. ’ The entire lifetime of Methuselah was 969
years, and then he died.

2\When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. ? He named him

Noah,“ saying, “This one will bring us comfort™ from our labor and from the
painful toil of our hands because of the ground that the LORD has

cursed.” *® Lamech lived 595 years after he became the father of Noah, and he
had other™ sons and daughters. 3 The entire lifetime of Lamech was 777 years,
and then he died.

32 After Noah was 500 years old, he™ became the father of Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

Footnotes

Genesis 5:1 tn Heb “book” or “roll.” Cf. NIV “written account”; NRSV “list.”

b. Genesis 5:1 tn Heb “generations.” See the note on the phrase “this is the
account of” in 2:4.

c. Genesis 5:1 tn The Hebrew text has DX (‘adam).

d. Genesis 5:1 tn Heb “him.” The Hebrew text uses the third masculine
singular pronominal suffix on the accusative sign. The pronoun agrees
grammatically with its antecedent DX (‘adam). However, the next verse
makes it clear that DTN is collective here and refers to “humankind,” so it is
preferable to translate the pronoun with the English plural.

e. Genesis 5:2 tn The Hebrew word used here is DTX (‘adam).

f. Genesis 5:3 tn Heb “and Adam lived 130 years.” In the translation the verb

is subordinated to the following verb, “and he fathered,” and rendered as a

temporal clause.

Genesis 5:4 tn Heb “The days of Adam.”

Genesis 5:4 tn Heb “he fathered.”
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Genesis 5:4 tn The word “other” is not in the Hebrew text, but is supplied
for stylistic reasons.

Genesis 5:5 tn Heb “all the days of Adam which he lived”

. Genesis 5:5 sn The genealogy traces the line from Adam to Noah and forms
a bridge between the earlier accounts and the flood story. Its constant
theme of the reign of death in the human race is broken once with the
account of Enoch, but the genealogy ends with hope for the future through
Noah. See further G. F. Hasel, “The Genealogies of Gen. 5 and 11 and their
Alleged Babylonian Background,” AUSS 16 (1978): 361-74; idem, “Genesis
5and 11, ” Origins 7 (1980): 23-37.

. Genesis 5:6 tn Heb “he fathered.”

m. Genesis 5:7 tn Heb “he fathered.”

. Genesis 5:7 tn Here and in vv. 10, 13, 16, 19 the word “other” is not in the
Hebrew text, but is supplied for stylistic reasons.

. Genesis 5:22 sn With the seventh panel there is a digression from the
pattern. Instead of simply saying that Enoch lived, the text observes that he
“walked with God.” The rare expression “walked with” (the Hitpael form of
the verb 2170, halakh, “to walk” collocated with the preposition n¥, ‘et,
“with”) is used in 1 Sam 25:15 to describe how David’s men maintained a
cordial and cooperative relationship with Nabal’s men as they worked and
lived side by side in the fields. In Gen 5:22 the phrase suggests that Enoch
and God “got along.” This may imply that Enoch lived in close fellowship
with God, leading a life of devotion and piety. An early Jewish tradition,
preserved in 1 En. 1:9 and alluded to in Jude 14, says that Enoch preached
about the coming judgment. See F. S. Parnham, “Walking with

God,” EvQ 46 (1974): 117-18.

. Genesis 5:22 tn Heb “and Enoch walked with God, after he became the
father of Methuselah, [for] 300 years.”

. Genesis 5:22 tn The word “other” is not in the Hebrew text, but is supplied
for stylistic reasons.

. Genesis 5:24 tn The Hebrew construction has the negative particle |'X (’en,
“there is not,” “there was not”) with a pronominal suffix, “he was not.”
Instead of saying that Enoch died, the text says he no longer was present.

. Genesis 5:24 sn The text simply states that God took Enoch. Similar
language is used of Elijah’s departure from this world (see 2 Kgs 2:10). The
text implies that God overruled death for this man who walked with him.




t. Genesis 5:26 tn The word “other” is not in the Hebrew text, but is supplied
for stylistic reasons.

u. Genesis 5:29 sn The name Noah appears to be related to the Hebrew
word n11 (nuakh, “to rest”). There are several wordplays on the name
“Noah” in the story of the flood.

v. Genesis 5:29 tn The Hebrew verb 1101 (y°nakhamenu) is from the
root DN) (nakham), which means “to comfort” in the Piel verbal stem. The
letters 1 (nun) and n (khet) pick up the sounds in the name “Noah,” forming
a paronomasia on the name. They are not from the same verbal root, and
so the connection is only by sound. Lamech’s sentiment reflects the
oppression of living under the curse on the ground, but also expresses the
hope for relief in some way through the birth of Noah. His words proved to
be ironic but prophetic. The relief would come with a new beginning after
the flood. See E. G. Kraeling, “The Interpretations of the Name Noah
in Genesis 5:29,” JBL 48 (1929): 138-43.

w. Genesis 5:30 tn The word “other” is not in the Hebrew text, but is supplied
for stylistic reasons.

X. Genesis 5:32 tn Heb “Noah.” The pronoun (“he”) has been employed in the
translation for stylistic reasons.

Questions to Consider

1. Who are you most curious about in your family tree? What do you think
your great-grandchildren will remember about you?

2. As part of the ancient near Eastern culture, Genesis records a series of
genealogies, as in chapter five. What purpose do these selective
genealogies serve?

a. To provide continuity in the narrative [in this case, linking Noah with
Adam]?

b. To provide convenient breaks in the narrative [in this case, chapter 5
separates Adam’s story from Noah’s]?

c. To establish continuity all the way forward to King David and hence
to Jesus Christ [see Mt. 1, Lk. 3]?

d. Other: ?

3. What truth is underscored by the refrain, “And then he died”?



4. What is the one exception to that reign of death [5.24]? What does it man
for Enoch that “God took him away.” Why Enoch of all people [see Heb.
11.5f]? Is his experience unique?

5. Do you have a family historian; a genealogical tree drawn up to pass down
the family line?

6. How does Genesis 5 augment your story of fall and redemption?



